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Downtown

From left: James Irvine Gardens in Little Tokyo; Walt Disney Concert Hall; Olvera Street.

L.A's urban center
reflects the cultural
diversity, world-class
architecture and
dynamic commerce
that makes the city
a superstar on the
international stage.

52 WHERELA.COM

© 2011 WHERE LOS ANGELES
All Rights Reserved.

Beverly Hills and Venice Beach may be favorite tourist attrac-
tions, but downtown should not be overlooked. Historic Art
Deco structures share the streetscape with glass- or titanium-
clad masterpieces, and even movie stars are snapping up hip
lofts carved out of turn-of-the-century structures. The city’s
arts scene roars to life in downtown, a place where the usual
image of L.A. as "“laid-back” hardly applies.

UNION STATION

The ornate Union Station was the last of the grand railroad terminals built in the U.S. Its
importance faded as the automobile began to dominate life in L.A., but Union Station has
staged a comeback, thanks to a renovation and downtown's new energy. From Union Sta-
tion, the hub of the Metro system, you can board the Red Line to Hollywood and the San
Fernando Valley or the light rail Gold Line to Pasadena and Blue Line to Long Beach. From
here, nonstop bus service to LAX is available 24/7, Metrolink commuter trains connect dis-
tant suburbs and you can jump on an Amtrak train for a scenic journey along the coast.

GRAND AVENUE + MUSIC CENTER

The heart of L.A's performing arts scene and the site of its most dramatic architecture,
Grand Avenue is beginning to live up to its name. On Bunker Hill, once filled with Victorian
mansions, four venues comprise a formidable collection of stages at The Music Center.
The 3,200-seat Dorothy Chandler Pavilion is home to the Los Angeles Opera, and the
Ahmanson Theatre and Mark Taper Forum host theatrical productions.

The flashiest Music Center venue is architect Frank Gehry's curvaceous, jaw-dropping
Walt Disney Concert Hall, home of the Los Angeles Philharmonic. Its young music direc-
tor, Gustavo Dudamel, exudes an energy that rivals the building’s audacious design. Also
housed at Disney Hall, with a separate entrance around the corner, is REDCAT, which offers
performance and visual arts productions. Patina offers elegant feasts inside Disney Hall.
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DESCENDING
BUNKER HILL
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You'll spend one-third of your life in bed—you might as well sleep in style. Since 1996

based Matteo has be
bedding that

Arts District workshop, three bedding collection:
are cor wstructed of the finest materials from around the world, then dyed locally to achieve
a perfect vintage look and soft feel. Whether your home's style is downtown loft, ‘20s cot-

tage or Tuscan villa, visit the workshop-adjacent showroom/retail space to find your match

1 turning out sumptuous, eth-cGHv produced, impeccab ]
blends European elegance with California cool. In the company's downtow

s, plus bath and table linens and appare

among the earth-toned, ticking-striped, ruffled and plaid offerings. Don't miss

room, which has dreamy deals. 912 E. 3rd St.,

Account: 12595 (1125)
635

downtown, 213.617 3, matteohome.com

For reprints or rights, please contacl the publisher

Page 3 of 3




	Where_Cover
	WhereMag_080111

